The Anti-Annexation Petitions &
the Second Attempt at Annexation

On June 16, 1897, representatives of the self-proclaimed Republic of Hawai'i and newly elected President William
McKinley signed a second proposed treaty of annexation in Washington, D.C. The treaty remained subject to ratification
by the U.S. Senate.

On June 17, 1897, Queen Lili'uokalani personally filed in the U.S State Department, Washington, D.C., a formal protest
against the proposed treaty of annexation that attempted to transfer the territory and sovereignty of the Kingdom of
Hawai'i to the United States. She called the second annexation attempt a “...violation of international law...” She stated
that by engaging “...with the parties claiming at this time the right to cede said territory of Hawai'i, the Government of the
United States receives such territory from the hands of those whom its own magistrates (legally elected by the people of
the United States, and in office in 1893) pronounced fraudulently in power and unconstitutionally ruling Hawai'i.” She
then called upon President McKinley “...to withdraw said treaty (ceding said Islands) from further consideration,"” and
asked the "...Senate of the United States to decline to ratify said treaty...".

The Hawaiian Patriotic League (Hui Aloha ‘Aina) and the Hawaiian Political Party (Hui Kélai'aina) gathered more than
38,000 signatures, combined, on petitions protesting the annexation treaty. These petitions fortified the Queen’s protest.
The two organizations selected four delegates who went to Washington, D.C., and filed the petitions with the U.S. State
Department, and with the U.S. Senate before it convened in December of 1897.

As a result of the Queen’s protest, the petitions and other legal questions surrounding the self-proclaimed Republic of
Hawai'i, the annexationists failed to obtain the required two-thirds vote in the Senate to ratify the purported treaty of
annexation, as mandated by the U.S. Constitution.

Reproduced below is one page from the 556-page petition against annexation gathered by Hui Aloha 'Aina, woman’s
branch. The men’s and women's braches of Hui Aloha ‘Aina gathered more than 21,000 signatures, representing more
than half the 39,000 native Hawaiians and mixed-blood persons at the time.




