Proclamation of the Committee of Safety on January 17, 1893

On January 17, 1893, about 1500 members of the Honolulu Rifles, a militia composed of local citizens, occupied
government buildings, disarmed the Royal Guard, and declared the Provisional Government of Hawai'i. At 2:00 p.m.,
they read the ‘Proclamation and Orders, Incident to the Change From the Monarchy to the Provisional Government on
the steps of Government Building, declaring the monarchy overthrown.

An excgrpt from the proclamation is reproduced below, setting forth the purposes of the proclamation, including
abrogation of the Kingdom of Hawai'i in section (1), and annexation by the United States in section (2).

On that same day, in order to help effectuate the overthrow, Minister John L. Stevens, a United States diplomat assigned
to the Kingdom of Hawai'i, provided military reinforcement for the militia by calling upon a detachment of marines and
naval forces from the United States warship U.S.S. Boston to land at Honolulu to occupy and secure Honolulu.
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We, citizens and residents of the Hawaiian Islands, organized and acting for the public safety and
the common good, hereby proclaim as follows:

(1) The Hawaiian monarchical system of Government is hereby abrogated.

(2) A provisional government for the control and management of public affairs and the protection
of the public peace is hereby established, to exist until terms of union with the United States of
America have been negotiated and agreed upon.

(3) Such provisional government shall consist of an executive council of four members, who are
hereby declared to be Sanford B. Dole, James A. King, Peter C. Jones, William O. Smith, who
shall administer the executive departments of the Government, the first named acting as president
and chairman of such council and administering the department of foreign affairs, and the others
severally administering the departments of interior, finance, and attorney-general, respectively, in
the order in which they are above enumerated, according to existing Hawaiian law as far as may
be consistent with this proclamation; and also of an advisory council, which shall consist of
fourteen members, who are hereby declared to be S. M. Damon, L. A. Thurston, J. Emmeluth, J.
H. McCandlass, F. W. McChesney, W. R. Castle. W. C. Wilder, A. Brown, J. P. Morgan, H.
Waterhouse, E. D. Tenney, F. Wilhelm, W. G. Ashley, C. Bolte. Such advisory council shall also
have general legislative authority.

Such executive and advisory council shall, acting jointly, have power to remove any member of
either council and to fill such or any other vacancy.

(4) All officers under the existing Government are hereby requested to continue to exercise their
functions and perform the duties of their respective offices, with the exception of the
following-named persons: Queen Liliuokalani; Charles B. Wilson, marshal; Samuel Parker,
minister of foreign affairs; W. H. Cornwell, minister of finance; John F. Colburn, minister of the
interior; Arthur P. Peterson, attorney- general; who are hereby removed from office.

(5) All Hawaiian laws and constitutional principles not inconsistent herewith shall continue in
force until further order of the executive and advisory councils.
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